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Well here we go again… As if winter wasn’t bad enough with power outages, floods and the usual winter
storms, then to finish off winter yet another Covid-19 outbreak breaching our borders putting much of
New Zealand on hold again. This latest outbreak in the last weeks of winter had the whole country in level
4 locking down and staying home. For many working from home is now becoming the new norm.
Socialising is now over the internet and any form of exercise beyond the front gate is limited. Recreational
fishing was initially banned sparking major debates online, and across the bench when it was discovered
customary fishing from the shore was still allowed. Pressure on the government to include the rest of New
Zealanders watching wanting to recreational fish from shore too, saw changes made just in time for spring
and the hope that alert levels will recede.
Pre-lockdown in the colder months did not deter the keen fishos from getting out there though. Again we
saw an increase in boats at the local ramps and the car parks were full most days of the week. Most fishers
were keen to get out any chance they could as soon as the weather opportunities allowed and it shows,
with plenty of tag and releases and quite a few recaptures reported this quarter. More on this later in the
report.

Club Talks
Winter is always a great time of the year to hold club talks. For many the social calendar is slim so heading
to the local fishing club for a few drinks and listening to a guest speaker is easy to fit in. After a few
postponements due to the uncertainty around covid-19 lockdowns we finally managed to hold one of our
talks at the Maraetai Beach and Boat Club on the 22nd of July. Ian Twist put the word out to their members
so there was a great turnout on the night.
Scott started the night off with an
introduction to IGFA rules and records,
offering advice on techniques and
processes centred on ethical angling
practices and sport of fishing. After a
short break Scott continued with a
PowerPoint presentation showcasing the
Trust inshore tagging program, giving the
audience an insight to marine
stewardship and citizen science, helping
to provide valuable research on the fish
species in the waters around us. The night ended a few hours longer than expected with many wanting to
join the program and tag fish in their local areas. We left plenty of fish posters with fishing manager Kim
Gordon for her upcoming children’s fishing event.

Back on land and behind the scenes there has been a lot happening on the fisheries front this winter too.
First up the June 22nd launch of the Government strategy ‘Revitalising the Gulf- government action on the
Sea Change Plan’ was attended by Trust directors, Scott & Sue Tindale who were invited to attend the
launch by the Minister for Oceans and Fisheries, Hon David Parker and Acting Minister of Conservation,
Hon Dr Ayesha Verrall. The guests and stakeholders were
presented with an overview of what the government is intending
to implement in an attempt to improve the environment of the
Hauraki Gulf Marine Park.
Key areas of focus are on
the effects of fishing, land
runoff and the impacts of
an increasing population
living within and around
the Hauraki Gulf area.
This highlights the need for
additional research from
all sectors.

The package includes:










The creation of 18 new marine protection areas and
a framework to support the active restoration of
some of the most biodiverse regions in the Gulf. The
18 new protected areas will increase marine
protection in the Gulf almost threefold.
A Fisheries Plan with a range of changes to fishing
practices and catch settings, including restricting
trawl fishing to within carefully selected “corridors”.
Better monitoring to improve our understanding of
the marine environment and track progress over
time.
An expanded programme of protected species
management.
Working together with mana whenua and local
communities on local area coastal management.
Promoting a prosperous, sustainable aquaculture
industry.

You can get a copy of Revitalising the Gulf – Government action on the Sea Change Plan from:
https://www.doc.govt.nz/our-work/sea-change-hauraki-gulf-marine-spatial-plan/
Or from: https://www.mpi.govt.nz/revitalising-the-gulf

Seabird Rescues
It is very rare to find a recreational fisher who has not accidentally caught a sea bird. It’s not just ones
hooked on a bait or lure, they also tend to find a way of hitting your fishing line and wrapping themselves
into a bind. I’ve personally caught 5 in the last 3 outings. Sometimes they are hard to avoid as sea birds are
opportunists, they know where an easy meal is and where to hang out to get a free feed.
Back on shore it has also been a season of rescuing entangled seabirds or removing discarded hooks and
fishing line from distressed seabirds found along our shorelines. I cannot get
over the shear amount of discarded fishing line that we find washed up on our
beaches or trailing behind a seabird on any given day. On one midweek day in
April this year we rescued 3 seabirds that were dragging around discarded
fishing tackle on a quiet Kaipara harbour beach. Sadly we found a shag with a
busted wing that had swallowed a hook and two gulls dragging discarded fishing
gear. With a bit of assistance the birds were caught so the hooks could be
removed or the lines cut as close to their mouths as possible.

Please be more careful around seabirds and take your
rubbish home. Be prepared when fishing around sea
birds to minimise accidental capture. Have tools handy
like side cutters and scissors so you can quickly untangle
line or remove fish hooks from any protected species or
unwanted bycatch. If using burley add a small amount of used cooking oil, this surprisingly works well at
keeping scavenging birds well away. Don’t leave baits on hooks when you are finished fishing especially if
you are discarding the tackle later in the rubbish.
New Zealand is the sea bird capital of the world with more seabird species found here than anywhere else,
making it all of our responsibility to ensure they stay safe and hassle free. Collection stations on wharfs and
fishing platforms for unwanted nylon is a start and for anyone that would like to install their own we have
drawings & information stickers available.

Fisheries NZ Meeting Friday 13th August 2021

The Tindale Marine Research Charitable Trust was recently invited to attend a meeting with Fisheries New
Zealand in Auckland to discuss the Trust inshore fish tagging program. In attendance were Trust directors
Scott & Sue Tindale and Clinton Duffy, and from Fisheries New Zealand, Hon David Parker (Minister for
Oceans and Fisheries), Dan Bolger (Director-General of Fisheries NZ) and John Taunton Clark (Principal
Advisor-Inshore Fisheries). There was a lot to discuss in the allocated ½ an hour so it was no surprise that
we ran over time. The energy in the room was motivating with lots of support for the program and
particular interest in the tagging results from the Hauraki Gulf and SNA8 giving the work going on in these
areas. John was also able to obtain some fly-fishing tips from Sue as we concluded the meeting.
Discussions with Fisheries NZ and the Minister’s Science advisors on potential improvements or additions
to the Trust’s tagging program are ongoing. There is a lot of work in keeping a balance between a healthy
environment and a shared fishery. Everyone has a part to play, on land and at sea. Knowledge and
continued research as always is an important factor in leading the way for a sustainable future. I have the
utmost respect for everyone’s efforts so far so let’s keep it going.

From the left: Scott Tindale, John Taunton-Clark, Dan Bolger, David Parker, Sue Tindale, Photo taken by Clinton Duffy.

Incidental or accidental catches of protected species
Since the Wildlife Act 1953 and Marine Mammals Protection Act 1978 were implemented there has
always been an obligation to report incidental or accidental catches of any protected species. These
include all whales, dolphins, seals, turtles, sea snakes and seabirds, a few sharks including great white
sharks, spotted black grouper, giant (Queensland) grouper and corals. Most people I speak to have no idea
that they have to by law report interactions, or what to report if they hook or get one tangled in a line. As a
result these events go largely unreported. If in doubt the best number to call is 0800 DOC HOT.
Any capture of a seabirds or any other protected species, weather it is injured
or not must be reported to a DOC ranger ASAP.
I watched with interest as the Department of Conservation (DOC) recently
trialled and then launched a cell phone App for anonymously reporting
captures of protected species. I am assured that using this app meets our
obligations under the Act to report accidental or incidental catches of
protected species, but was surprised to learn it is only intended for use in the
Hauraki Gulf. One would think it would be easy enough to roll it out nationally adding to the options
available for recording incidental catches of protected species. Still I suppose it’s a start, better late than
never.
I’m not sure what the uptake of the app is likely to be but here is a screen shot and a link to the
information collected so far,
https://docnewzealand.shinyapps.io/protectedspeciescatch/

The App is available downloadable for free. Just look for
“protected species catch” from your app store.

Tagged Black-billed Gull

a recapture after 24 years….

I have always had an interest in tagging studies so I was keen to follow up on the history of a “tagged”
Black-billed Gull I accidentally caught on the Kaipara Harbour in June. The gull had wing wrapped itself
while flying into a fishing line when we were out tagging fish. On carefully untangling it we noticed it had a
serial numbered ring on its leg and coloured bands. Clinton was able to get the following information from
Tony Habraken…
“Thank you for reporting the banded black-billed gull that was released after entanglement. The bird was banded E194230 at Miranda on 21 December 1997. It’s great to hear of these outcomes where bird and angler unintentionally
meet both surviving to share their experience 😊
This bird was one of 380 chicks banded at Miranda in the 1997/98 season. They all received a single green colour
band above the metal band as a year co-hort, so it’s remarkable that this one has not yet fallen off from wear over
the years while many others already have. This bird was part of a study started in 1994/95 looking at distribution of
the species breeding in and around the Auckland region. Back then we had not long started recording the species in
the Manukau Harbour where previously there were very few records.
Soon after we had an unexpected sighting of the species from
the Kaipara Harbour which soon followed with breeding
attempts. From banding records the origins of the Kaipara
birds appear to have all been from the Auckland region, much
as expected from a species which had started to expand its
breeding range, since we have seen the reverse where Kaipara
bred birds have been seen in the Manukau and FOT.
Though there has been breeding recorded at Rat Island, most
years they attempt to breed at Waionui Inlet on the south
Kaipara Heads which consistently tends to be their most
northerly range for breeding, occasionally they have tried to
breed at Mangawhai with little or no success. The Kaipara
colony is not large averaging about 30 – 40 pairs.
With our new FALCON Bird Banding Database now up and
running, we are encouraging the reporting of all re-sighted
/recaptured/recovered marked birds via our public Sightings
form: https://app.birdbanding.doc.govt.nz/sightings (open this
link in Chrome etc, not IE). It would be great if you could report
this record using this form so that we can link it to the first
marking record in the database.

This species under goes some interesting bare part (bill and leg) colour changes in life between fledging and
becoming an adult. Then as adults after the breeding season they continue having some interesting changes to their
bare parts, losing the black bill to having an almost red bill and legs from black to red. This is the time when it is easy
to make an error in identifying them. During the winter they slowly revert back to getting a full black bill and legs
making identification much easier.
So Identifying black bill and red bill gulls can be confusing and easy to get wrong.
Hope the above is of interest and help, and much appreciated getting this report and a valuable recovery with a
great outcome.
Tony Habraken”

School Shark Research by Alex Burton, PhD student, Massey University
Report sightings and captures of school sharks
With the end of Autumn and the start of Spring, we will start to see an increase in the abundance of many shark
species such as rig (Mustelus lenticulatus) and school shark (Galeorhinus galeus) in coastal as adults move inshore to
pup, mate, and/or feed.
I would like your help to collect further information on school shark life stages, growth rates, seasonal movements,
and habitat use in New Zealand. Also known as tope, grey boy, and tupere, these sharks can range in size from 30cm
to 180cm and are easily identified by their translucent snout, plain grey upper body, and distinctively shaped tail.
Reporting school shark sightings
If you are unable to tag captured individuals or you spot a school shark washed up on a beach, if safe to do so, please
record the details, take the photos mentioned later in this article and email me at a.burton@massey.ac.nz.
Reporting recaptured individuals
I am using two types of tags to describe school shark movements around NZ.
Satellite tags (pictured below). Mini-PAT tags are fitted to mature individuals and release from the shark after a prespecified length of time. These record data on depth, location and water temperature and store it until the tag
detaches from the shark, floats to the surface and transmits daily summaries of the data back to me via satellite.

A mini-PAT satellite tag attached to a mature school shark (left) and the location of the tag’s serial number (right).

In early March this year, the Trust members attached mini-PAT satellite tags onto six mature female school sharks
within the Kaipara Harbour. The tag from one of these sharks, a 144cm female nick named ‘Tindale-Marine’ (SN:
20P1825), recently surfaced in the South Taranaki Bight. This is a distance of over 500km from where it was originally
tagged 166 days earlier. Sadly we were not able to retrieve the tag and it was last reported floating over the
Chatham Rise. Hopefully it will wash ashore somewhere and be retrieved by a beachcomber.
If anyone finds one of these tags while they are out and about, please collect and report to us ASAP. Recovered tags
contain a large amount of additional data that we would like to download to analyse.
Dart Tags

TMRCT dart tag attached to a 50cm TL (total length) juvenile school shark.

The Tindale Marine Research Charitable Trust is assisting me with equipment, catching and tagging school sharks
and providing data on school sharks that have been tagged by members of the Inshore Tagging Program. If you tag
or catch tagged school shark, please report the following information and any photos or interesting observations you
make to the trust:






Date captured
Tag serial number
Overall length
GPS location
Depth of water

Where possible please report these details via the online recapture form at:
https://tindaleresearch.org.nz/tagging-program/fish-tag-recovery-form/
or scan the QR code below and follow the instructions. Alternatively, you
can email the Trust ( tindaleresearch@xtra.co.nz )
If possible, please try and release the shark again, especially if it has a
satellite tag attached as it will help to continue the research.
Tagging school sharks
Tagging kits are available from the Trust website. These kits have everything you need to tag most fish but if you are
interested in tagging sharks you will need to request the addition of a shark spike. Tags are inserted at the base of
the dorsal fin after piercing the skin with the ‘shark spike’. I will replace any tags used on school sharks free of
charge. Videos and instructions on how to tag sharks are on the Trust Facebook pages and website.
Go to https://tindaleresearch.org.nz/tagging-program/order-tagging-gear/
I would also like photos of the following areas to determine maturity and sex.
The side profile of the shark and the underside of the pelvic region to
determine sex; for juveniles under 80cm photograph the full length of the
shark’s underside focusing on the pectoral region to show signs of an umbilical
scar (where the embryo was attached to the yolk sac).
You can tell the sex of a shark by looking at the pelvic fins/region (see below).
If the shark has a pair of finger-like projections, commonly referred to as
claspers, it is a male. If claspers are absent, it is a female.

If you have any questions about this project, feel free to contact me on a.burton@massey.ac.nz or contact the
Tindale Marine Research Charitable Trust.

IGFA Oceania Regional Council
In August this year the International Game Fish Association
(IGFA) announced the appointment of the IGFA Oceania
Regional Council. The Oceania Regional Council is the fifth
regional council formed as part of IGFA’s strategy to
increase the associations’ international relevance and
provide an enhanced, regional structure to help support the
IGFA’s mission. The IGFA is committed to game fish
conservation and the promotion of responsible ethical
angling practices through science, education, rule making
record keeping and the recognition of outstanding
accomplishments in the field of angling around the world.
Each regional council is divided up into four committees of 6 members;





Conservation, public policy and research
Education, youth education and school of sport fishing
Angling rules, records and recognition
Development, membership and funding

Tindale Marine Research Charitable Trust director and IGFA Representative, Scott Tindale has been
appointed to the Conservation, public policy and research committee along with specialists from around
the pacific, Al McGlashan, Sean Tracey, Marc McElrath, Jason Yip and chaired by Evan Jones.

Membership draw
Each month we draw a random tag number from that month’s tag and release entries and thanks to Daiwa
New Zealand the winner now receives a Daiwa Legalis LT 4000D-C spinning reel and a spool of J-Braid x8
20lb line valued at a RRP $230.00
Congratulations to our latest winner, celebrity chef “Al Brown”
with a snapper T12556 tagged and released near Whananaki on
the 15th July 2021 measuring 42cm.
Remember to send in your
completed tag and release
data before the end of each
month to be in the draw. Old
or late entries will be entered
into the month received.
Note: tag and release forms
sent in with incomplete or
missing data are not eligible
for prizes. We had to redraw
several this month that we
were still awaiting
information on.

** Unfortunately the Covid-19 outbreak and preceding Lockdown prevented us from being able to
organise a $100 member draw this quarter. Let’s hope things turn around and get better for us all soon.

Monthly Sponsors Prizes
Thanks to continued support from our sponsors we are able to
enhance the inshore tagging program experience. Many of you are
looking forward to the day that your tagged fish is recaptured. As
discussed below the chances of that happening are actually quite
high. The autumn recaptures were 400% on this time last year,
only slightly less than all of summer.
Daiwa New Zealand have kindly increased their sponsorship of the
TMRCT inshore tagging program and with this have increased the
supply of Baitjunkies packs so everyone that had a recapture or
reported a tagged fish recapture could receive a prize.

Tindale Marine Research Charitable Trust Inshore Tagging Program
Statistics
The tagging program continues to show consistent growth even with the lockdowns and effects of Covid19 pandemic on our ability to fish over the last year and a half. A total of 42 species of fish have been
tagged by the 700 members fishing around the country. Just over 16,000 tags are now in circulation with
just under 5000 already deployed.

Tagged & Released Fish
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The recapture rate is currently sitting around 1 in 23 tagged fish being recaptured again. It would be great
to see more of these recaptured fish released again so we get a better picture of their movements. On
average a third of these tagged fish are released again with only a handful released a third time.
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West Coast Snapper (SNA8)
SNA 8 is made up of FMA 8 and 9 and spans the full west coast of the north island. It is an area where all
forms of fishing, particularly recreational fishing is highly weather dependent, and many types of
commercial operations are restricted by closed areas along much of the coastline. The controversy around
the recent reviews of sustainability measures for this stock highlight how citizen science, such as the
inshore tagging program, could potentially contribute to the management of such fisheries in the future by
providing more nuanced information on movements and the composition of the recreational catch.

The Trust’s data shows tagged snapper recapture rates for this stock are 18% from commercial operations
and 82% from recreational fishers. While the level of commercial non-reporting is unknown, so is that for
recreational fishers and there seems no obvious reason why commercial fishers would be less likely to
report tagged fish. Certainly all of those skippers that have reported tagged fish have been highly engaged
and interested to know the history and movements of the fish. Snapper tagged within the Kaipara have
been recaptured as far north as the 90 Mile Beach (Te Oneroa-a-Tohe) 12NM off shore, and as far south as
the Taranaki Bight in 80m of water. Trends in recaptures confirm seasonal movements in and out of the
harbours’ with more localised movement within a season. Somewhat surprisingly snapper outside the west
coast harbours’ in 60m of water have been recaptured in the same area they were tagged in a month later.
Snapper tagged on shallow harbour flats in summer have been recaptured in the same area in following
years.
Hauraki Gulf
The recapture rate of snapper in the Hauraki Gulf is 4.1% (one fish in 24) with 96% of recaptures by
recreational fishers. Some snapper recaptured within the Gulf were tagged outside the area (e.g. Bay of
Islands, Bay of plenty), and some tagged inside the Gulf that have been recaptured outside. There is also a
growing number of fish tagged and released from deep water (>20m depth) that have been recaptured
showing survivability if handled correctly.

If you would like to get involved in marine research in your area or are looking for that special gift for a
birthday or Christmas present then grab yourself a TMRCT Tagging Kit or fish measuring mat. These are
made here in New Zealand and are sold at or below cost.

Measure mats are great for catch and release fishing tournaments giving the anglers an option to keep or
release fish supporting sustainable fishing practices.

Order online at https://tindaleresearch.org.nz/tagging-program/order-tagging-gear/
(Also available on Trademe or from selected retailers)

Donations
We would like to thank those of you that have donated goods, services or funds to the Trust. Your
generous support is greatly appreciated and it all goes to supporting these programs. Many of the
volunteer taggers have received a top up of tags from these donations ensuring a continuation of this
citizen science project around the country. A thousand extra Fish ID posters have been sent out to fishing
clubs around the country to help anglers identify many of our inshore fish species following on from the
5000 handed out at this year’s boat show. We are currently working on Te Reo & scientific versions.
If you, or a business or organisation would like to support helping the community with this or any other
aspects of the Tindale Marine Research Charitable Trust we would love to hear from you.
The Tindale Marine Research Charitable Trust is a registered charity and all donations are tax deductable.
You can contact the Trust directly or go to our give a little page at…

https://givealittle.co.nz/org/tindale-marine-research-charitable-trust

“To Promote and encourage environmental education conservation and research for a sustainable future”

Meritorious catches
NZ length records, IGFA World records
All 10 pending New Zealand length records mentioned in the last newsletter were approved during winter
by the NZACA. Nine were tagged and released fish from members of the inshore tagging program and one
released untagged. These confirmed length records include;
A. Peterson (Junior female) for a boat caught 34cm blue cod tagged and
released.
N. Rook (junior female) for a boat caught 78cm snapper tagged and released.
T. Uncles (Junior male) for a boat caught 29.5cm snapper tagged and
released.
M. Erdmann with a 29.5cm sea perch and a 34cm red rock cod both tagged.
C. Duffy with a 75cm northern spiny dogfish and a 44.5cm red pigfish.
J. Darby with a 74cm trevally
S. Tindale with a 34cm blue mackerel and a 45.5cm wrasse
There are also two pending IGFA World records for tagged and released Kahawai this quarter, more on this
in the next issue.

Recapture Update for winter 2021
The great thing about this project is the excitement from every participant when a fish is recaptured. Every
case has a unique story to tell. I enjoy chatting to each fisher when we get a report of a recapture and like
to share some of the information collected on these catches. Here are some of these stories….

T2571 snapper
“We’ve been fishing Opoutere Beach during the summer holidays for the last 10 years and haven’t really
been that successful off the beach. The previous night I headed south to the estuary and had an awesome
night catching half a dozen snapper and a similar number of Trevally with a keen young fisho from the
camp site next door. The next day I was a bit fished out
but decided to head out with my mate Graham to try
and help him catch his first rig off the beach using a
crab bait. My young fella 8 year old Oliver was keen to
tag along for his first surfcasting expedition but I didn’t
really expect a lot. We decided not to go too far up the
beach as you can catch rig anywhere once they get the
smell of crab. So we parked up about 100m south of
the campground access and got the first line out as the
sun was setting. We decided to cast out a rod for
Oliver to have a go thinking he might get a kahawai to
keep him interested and hoped that he might get the
fishing bug. About 5 minutes later the rod bent over
and I was thinking it would be cool for him to land his
first kahawai. He took his time and before we knew it
he had landed his first snapper surfcasting off a beach.
Even better it was 47cm which was the largest snapper
we’d caught there in 10 years trying and was our first
ever tagged fish. Because we had a good feed of fish
from the night before and I was so excited about his
catch I decided to donate the fish to the campers next
door to share the love… to this day he has never forgiven me, but I think the phone call from Scott from
Tindale Research giving us information about the tagged fish and how far it had to swim before Oliver
caught it has made it all worthwhile. We’ll be getting ourselves a tagging kit to add another dimension to
our land based fishing adventures. Cheers Jared.”

This snapper was tagged and released in 50m of water in the
Hauraki Gulf by Yuin Foong from the Sir Peter Blake Marine
Education Centre on the 15th November 2020. It measured a Vlength of 46.5cm and had travelled a shortest distance by sea of
117km in the 58 days at large.

T7491 Kingfish
Johannes Barkhuysen was spearfishing at the Alderman Islands on
the 6th of June 2021 when he speared this tagged kingfish. Johannes
estimated it at 15 to 20kg and a length of between 130 and 140cm
long.
This fish was tagged and released by Finn Henderson on the 21st
September 2020 measuring 107cm. Finn caught the kingfish while
fishing west of Mayor island in 51m of water and after 258 days it
was recaptured by Johannes, a straight line distance of 41.9km
away.

T1408 Rig
Greg Gilbert was surfcasting off the Rakaia south
coastline on the 14/12/2019 when he tagged and
released a 67cm TL Rig (spotted smooth hound)
On the 7th June 2021 the NIWA research vessel
“Kaharoa” was carrying out a trawl survey along the
south island of New Zealand when they reported the
recapture of this tagged fish. It was caught in 99m of
water East of Timaru. This Rig weighed 2.196kg,
measured 81cm TL and had been a liberty for 542
days. The straight distance was around 77.8km
between capture sites.
Greg’s other tagged Rig from this spot was recaptured over 1030km away on the west coast.

T3814 Kahawai
Andrew Boyes is a keen land based fisher tagging and
releasing several species around the Wellington area.
On the 2nd of May 2021 Andrew tagged and released
this 41cm Kahawai at Muritai, Eastborne.

42 days later it was recaptured aboard the charter vessel Seafarer 2 at Ward Island 1.1km off shore. The
fish was unfortunately bleeding from the gills so was kept.

T11022 Kingfish
Ben Riddiford was live baiting for kingfish in the Tauranga
Harbour on the 12 June this year when he caught this
tagged kingfish in 1m of water. It measured 83cm.

This fish was tagged and released 59 days earlier by Kingi
Ranui while fishing off the shore 1.81km away and
measuring 82.5cm

T1781B Blue cod
On the 18th of June 2021 Chatham Islands commercial crayfisher, Dylan Shaw
aboard ‘FV Jetlag’ reported the recapture of this estimated 50cm Blue cod
caught in his crayfish pot in 25m of water. This is the second time Dylan has
captured and released this fish. The last time 179 days earlier, on the 22nd of
December 2020 Dylan also caught it in a crayfish pot, 2km away and in 18m of
water.
This blue cod was originally tagged on the 12th of July 2019 by Bay fisher
magazine editor, Tony Dawson while fishing at the Chatham Islands. It
measured 48.5cm. Total accumulated days at large 708 days

T0229 Snapper
Young Luke Hannam was fishing with his
parents Nik & Sev off Motuora Island in the
Hauraki Gulf on the 28th April 2021 when he
tagged and released a 29cm snapper in 18m
of water.

54 days later Ryan Watt was fishing in the same area when he recaptured this fish in 15m of water
recording the details and cleaning the tag before releasing it again.

T11028 Kahawai
Kingi Ranui was fishing the shoreline in Tauranga Harbour on 18 th of June 2021 when he tagged and
released a 53.5cm Kahawai. Kingi noted it was a long skinny fish and had a damaged left eye.
On the 30th of June 2021 Louigy Transporto was strayline fishing off the shore near Opito bay, Coromandel
when he recaptured this tagged fish. This fish had travelled a straight line distance of 112km in 13 days.

T10920 snapper
On the 20th of February 2021 Richard Waddell was fishing with his friend Greg Clark at the Waikawau
Mussel farm when he tagged and released a 52.5cm snapper in 20m of water.
133 days later Gus Reidy was fishing Wilsons Bay end of the mussel farm while they were harvesting when
he recaptured this tagged fish in 20m of water. The fish was kept and measured 52cm. Gus said he had
caught a tagged crayfish before but not a fish so he was keen to know more.

T0741 snapper
On the 13th of January 2019 Thomas
Duffy was fishing with the Trust
directors Clinton and Scott out on the
Kaipara Harbour when he tagged and
released his personal best a 41cm
snapper. It was caught in 3.3m of
water and measured 41cm. Thomas
was quite concerned that his fish was
going to be eaten by a great white
shark. We did see one cruise by as they
are quite common at that time of year.
Two and a half years later this fish was
recaptured by Murry Booth while
fishing out from Port Albert in 5m of
water on the 7th of July 2021. It measured 50cm on recapture and was caught 36km from where Thomas
had tagged it 907 days earlier.

T2218 Snapper
Another long term recapture from the Kaipara. This
time 638 days for a snapper measuring 32cm tagged
and released by Trust founder Scott on the 25th May
2019 fishing in 1.7m of water.
This fish was recaptured 1.45km away by Nathan
Osborne on the 20th of February 2021 in 6.24m of
water. Nathan measured it at 37cm before releasing it
again.

T17169 Kahawai
Winter fishing can be slow at times. The colder water slows the
metabolism of many fish species reducing the “bite time” as they
conserve energy. On one such day in mid July 2021 Scott was having a
slow day tagging fish at Maretahi creek where he tagged 3 skinny kahawai
one measuring 50cm.
10 days later Gareth Fletcher recaptured this fish 2.4km away in 8m of
water. It must have been hungry as it swallowed the hook while Gareth
was stray lining a pilchard early Saturday morning.

T7121 snapper
Another tagged fish recapture for Luke Davis, this time a 32cm snapper he tagged and released in the
Hauraki Gulf on the 21st of June 2020. It was recaptured 407 days later at the David rocks by Carl Scott. Carl
said it was a slow day but the fish had swallowed the hook so was kept. He estimated the length at 35cm.

T5882 Snapper
On the 11th March 2021 Bill Panckhurst caught a tagged snapper while fishing in 20m of water off Kennedy
Bay, Coromandel. Bill said he did not measure it but weighed it at 3.5kg. From our length/weight
conversion chart it would put its v-length at around 57cm.
This fish was tagged and released 449 days earlier by Wayne Downer on the 19th of December 2019.
Wayne measured it at 41cm and it was caught in 16m of water off Kawau Island in the Hauraki Gulf. This
fish has a straight line displacement of 76.7km and it left the Hauraki Gulf.
T2571 snapper
On the 15th of November 2020 Yuin Khai Foong from the Sir
Peter Blake Marine education recreation centre was out
fishing in the centre of the Hauraki Gulf in 50m of water
when he tagged and released this 46.5cm snapper.
58 days later Jared Parkes was surfcasting off Opoutere
Beach, Coromandel when he recaptured this tagged fish.
Jared kept the fish measuring it at 47cm. This fish had
moved 117km shortest distance by sea out of the Hauraki
Gulf.

Well that’s it for winter…. Let’s hope the lock down ends before spring is
over.
Cheers Scott

